334                     Advice to landlords.                  [Oct. o.
We walked a little in the laird's garden, in which endeavours have been used to rear some trees; but, as soon as they got above the surrounding wall, they died. Dr. Johnson recommended sowing the seeds of hardy trees, instead of planting.
Col and I rode out this morning, and viewed a part of the island. In the course of our ride, we saw a turnip-field, which he had hoed with his own hands. He first introduced this kind of husbandry into the Western islands1. We also looked at an appearance of lead, which seemed very promising. It has been long known ; for I found letters to the late laird, from Sir John Areskinc and Sir Alexander Murray, respecting it.
After dinner came Mr. M'Lean, of Corneck, brother to Isle of Muck, who is a cadet of the family of Col. He possesses the two ends of Col, which belong to the Duke of Argyll. Corneck had lately taken a lease of them at a very advanced rent, rather than let the Campbells get a footing in the island, one of whom had offered nearly as much as he. Dr. Johnson well observed, that,' landlords err much when they calculate merely what their land inay yield. The rent must be in a proportionate ratio of what the land may yield, and of the power of the tenant to make it yield. A tenant cannot make by his land, but according to the corn and cattle which he has. Suppose you should give him twice as much land as he has, it docs him no good, unless he gets also more stock. It is clear then, that the Highland landlords, who let their substantial tenants leave them, are infatuated ; for the poor small tenants cannot give
1 'This innovation was considered by Mr. Macsweyn as the idle project of a young head, heated with English fancies ; but he has now found that turnips will really grow, and that hungry sheep and cows will really eat them." Johnson's Works, ix. 121. ' The young laird is heir, perhaps, to 300 square miles of land, which, at ten shillings an acre, would bring him ^96,000 a year. He is desirous of improving the agriculture of his country; and, in imitation of the Czar, travelled for improvement, and worked with his own hands upon a farm in Hertfordshire.' Piozzi Letters, i. 168.
themque, et pour Ic moins son egal en metaphysique, cntrcr pour lui clans la lice.   La dispute roula sur prcsquc toutcs Ics iducs mutaphysique-j de Newton, et c'est pcut-etrc le plus beau monument quo nous ayons dcs combats Httcraircs.'   Voltaire's Works, ed, 1819, xxviii. 44.
